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The
Rarest
Luxury

In an increasingly crowded world,

Namibia’s silence has become the

rarest luxury of all

SEBULON CHICALU
Chief Executive Officer
Namibia Tourism Board
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Michelangelo

—GUESTNOTE—

Dear readers,

s of 2026, the global population has reached

approximately 8.3 billion people. In 1950, there

were only 2.5 billion. Today, Germany is home to
about 84 million people, and France to nearly 68 million.
Namibia, by comparison, has just 3.3 million.

At first glance, one might assume this simply means
Namibia has space waiting to be filled. The truth, however,
is far more profound. Namibia is shaped by two great
desert systems: the Namib Desert, the oldest desert on
Earth, and the vast Kalahari Desert, one of the largest
continuous sand formations on the planet. The Namib
Desert has endured for more than 55 million years
and is unlikely to change any time soon. The Kalahari,
meanwhile, stretches across roughly 900,000 square
kilometres of southern Africa. Even if its boundary
shifted by one kilometre per year — already a remarkably
energetic pace for a desert — it would still take thousands
of years to noticeably change the map. In other words, the
Kalahari is not going anywhere soon.

Unlike the gemsbok (oryx), which can survive for
months without drinking water, humans insist on habits
such as water and shade. We stayed near taps. The result?
Namibia remains one of the least densely populated places
on Earth.

This makes Namibia not merely a destination; itisa
rare encounter with the Earth in one of its oldest and most
revealing forms. It is a land where silence carries memory,
where ancient shadows move slowly across dunes shaped
over millions of years, and where resilience is written into
both landscape and people alike.

On behalf of the Namibia Tourism Board, I invite you

to step into a country where nature, heritage, and human

warmth come together to create an experience that
changes perspective. To the west, the Atlantic Ocean meets
the stark beauty of the Skeleton Coast, where desert and
sea converge in dramatic contrast. To the south, the great
dunes of Sossusvlei stand as monuments to geological
time, while in the northeast, the rivers of the Zambezi
Region bring life to rich wetlands and wildlife. From the
salt pans of Etosha National Park to the striking landscapes
of Damaraland, Namibia offers something increasingly
rare in today’s world: space — true, uninterrupted space.

Beneath some of the clearest night skies on Earth, there
is a heartbeat — and it is the people of Namibia: a living
tapestry of cultures, languages, and traditions sustained
by dignity, unity, and shared respect. At the Namibia
Tourism Board, our mission is guided by a singular
conviction: tourism must be a force for good. Namibia
leads the world in community-based conservation,
ensuring that local communities remain the primary
guardians and beneficiaries of the land. Our commitment
to sustainability is a promise to future generations. By
choosing Namibia, you support a model of travel that
empowers people and protects endangered wildlife. What
a remarkable privilege this is.

Whether you arrive with a backpack or by private
charter, Namibia’s hospitality and landscapes remain
rare and truly special. In an increasingly crowded world,
Namibia remains a place of profound authenticity. I
extend a warm personal invitation to explorers, dreamers,
and seekers from every corner of the globe.

In a world of 8.3 billion people, Namibia’s space and
silence are no longer ordinary — they are both a luxury and
a rarity. Enjoy this month’s read. ®
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