Michelangelo
—GUESTNOTE—

SO A%E
(LN
SN

QP
'@ 2N

LA
'
L

A
><
DA

\
>
SN
>
A N

y

N

/\ A
S

AA I
% nyﬁ/ X
SA
%>

™~

N /\
N
<
AL
@SV
=< X
NS Y
DA/

X

2 <

;&/y
SAA
e

\ N /\
/ K/( /\
AN
)& /)\
A
> X

<
M

JOVIS 2N
KA

%ﬁ\ )
\ < 4
SN

/\
\)<

> X
A 04

V4
%Yf

NS

>
AL
$:21

s

AN
ho
>
>

A\ A
\</

TV

N

A
A
A

X0
>

<

S\

ho
N
\:w/Q' <

P
A

/\
Ao
$

><
A

X

[

K <
\\/\ N
<

A<
2§\ \AW

X

Africa Sales And Marketing Manager

GERHARD FOURIE
Ondili Lodges Namibia

© | JUNE 2026



Michelangelo

—GUESTNOTE—

Dear readers,

here is a moment that happens to many people in
Namibia. It is usually not during the big moments
people expect.

Not necessarily when they first see the dunes, spot
wildlife, or stand at the edge of the Atlantic Ocean where
the desert disappears into the sea.

It happens somewhere in between.

Along a long gravel road. Over a conversation around
a fire. In the silence before sunset. In the stillness of a
landscape so open that it feels as though the world has
finally slowed down for a while.

And somewhere along the way, Namibia stops feeling
like just another place you are visiting.

On paper, Namibia offers almost every element
people dream of when they imagine Africa, all within one
country: deserts, bushveld, wildlife, wetlands, coastlines,
ancient cultures, remarkable food and wines, and
landscapes that seem too vast to fully comprehend.

But what many travellers tend to remember most about
Namibia is not only what they saw, but the way the country
made them feel while they were here.

Something about this country changes people’s pace.

It reminds us what silence sounds like again. It makes us
notice things we would normally rush past: changing light,
distant thunderstorms, the smell of rain on dry earth, or
the warmth of people welcoming you like family, even in
the most remote places.

Perhaps that is why so many people arrive here
searching for adventure, yet leave carrying something
entirely different with them. Travellers often leave
Namibia feeling calmer, more present, and with a renewed
perspective on everyday life.

As someone fortunate enough to work within Africa’s

tourism and hospitality industry, I have come to realise that
what we truly share with travellers is not only destinations,
beautiful lodges, or carefully planned itineraries.

This industry also plays an important role in
supporting conservation, local communities, and the
preservation of the places that make Namibia so special.

And through that, people leave with memories and
experiences that stay with them for years.

The people within this industry understand that
deeply.

The guides who tell stories beneath open skies. The
reservation teams carefully shaping journeys behind
computer screens late into the evening. The lodge staff
welcoming guests after long days on the road. The drivers,
travel designers, conservationists, agents, chefs, hosts, and
partners across the Land of the Brave who dedicate their
lives to creating experiences people will remember forever.

Many of you know my heart and my love for Namibia.
Not simply because it is a beautiful country, but because of
what it does to people.

I have seen how quickly Namibia brings people
together in ways that feel increasingly rare today.
Exhausted travellers often begin to slow down after only
a few days in our open spaces. Guests may arrive with a
checklist of places to see, but often leave remembering
the emotions they experienced while travelling through
Namibia.

Maybe that is why this country leaves such a lasting
impression on travellers; there is something deeply
genuine about Namibia.

And for those of us lucky enough to call this country
home, or fortunate enough to share it with the world every

day, that may be the most extraordinary thing about it. ®
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